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Abstract

Research on the Reciprocal Interactions of Factors Involving Parental

Neglect—Analysis of Factors and Transitions in Neglect

22100001 Abe, Kazuhiko

Although parental neglect is a significant social problem, Japanese research from
the perspective of social welfare is insufficient. Furthermore, because Japan’s social
and economic order is significantly different from other countries, research on parental
neglect must be conducted in the Japanese setting. The aim of this research is to fill
this gap by unraveling the primary factors of parental neglect, presenting a formative
model, and proposing how to provide assistance.

The research method is a statistical analysis of data collected from cases of neglect
on record at municipalities throughout Japan. Factors that cause neglect were
analyzed according to the age of the children being neglected and the changes in the
families’ situations. When multiple causal factors were identified and the condition of
neglect was different, we considered the reciprocal interaction between the factors
before proposing a formative model of neglect.

Results showed that the five causal factors of neglect were 1) inadequate care, 2)
isolation of children, 3) maligned value system, 4) poverty, and 5) refusal to accept
assistance.

By analyzing the existence of multiple causal factors, this paper was able to confirm
the factors and the reciprocal interactions between the causal factors that create
different conditions of neglect.

When “poverty” is a factor, for example, the care provider may work long hours or
late at night. This, in turn, creates the condition of “isolation” because the care
provider is frequently absent. The stress and exhaustion that the care provider feels in
such situations may lead their household to become “unsanitary”. If the care provider,
therefore, justifies their lack of time to clean the house by citing the necessity to
sustain their household economy, the situation may lead to a “maligned value system”.
The maligned value system, in turn, may cause the care provider to “refuse accepting
assistance” and improving their conditions becomes difficult.

Based on the results of this analysis and previous research, a multi-axial assessment
in providing assistance to parental neglect is proposed with the following axes: Axis 1 —
safety and security in consideration to time available, Axis 2 — stability of assistance
available, Axis 3 — care provided in daily lifestyles, Axis 4 — relation between age and
care provided/isolation, Axis 5 — appropriate emotional interactions, Axis 6 — risk

factors of the care provider.
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