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A Study on Intergenerational Interaction by Foster Grandchildren Program
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Abstract :

The purpose of this study is to focus on the interaction between the elderly and
children, and to propose a regional alliance model through Foster Grandchildren
Program that will help to realize a community-friendly society.

In Japan, the number of three-generation households has decreased
significantly with the aging of the population, and the number of single-person
households and married couples has rapidly increased in households with persons
aged 65 or older. Along with this, the role of the elderly in families and the
interaction between grandparents and grandchildren are also decreasing. Against
this background, the necessity of intergenerational exchanges has been called out,
and intergenerational exchange activities between the elderly and children have
been conducted mainly in schools and welfare facilities. Among them, Foster
Grandchildren Program are characterized by individual and continuous
exchanges.

It is known that 60% of the elderly intend to participate in intergenerational
exchanges. Regarding children, it is suggested that the fact that they are still
interacting with the elderly may lead to an intention to interact with elderly
people other than their actual grandparents.

At present, a total of 20 cases of Foster Grandchildren Program have been
confirmed in Japan, and 7 cases are still ongoing. Similar activities conducted
without the use of the name "foster grandchild" are considered to be almost
nonexistent.

According to the results of interviews with staff in charge in Foster
Grandchildren Program, the factors that promote their activities are
"understanding from parents and their families", "support from the community",
"involvement of the people in charge" and so on.

Based on these facts, we propose "Loose Coupling Type Foster Grandchildren
Program" as a form of Foster Grandchildren Program. This is a program by a
small group that assumed a fictitious family group from the beginning. In
addition, we propose "necessity of coordinator and its education" as a proposal of
regional cooperation model by Foster Grandchildren Program. For children
participating in Foster Grandchildren Program, sufficient lectures are required
through the “Foster Grandchildren Program workshop”. Furthermore, the
“establishment of the Foster Grandchildren Program Steering Committee”
requires the involvement of various social resources in the region.

In addition, as a ripple effect of the Foster Grandchildren Program, it is
expected that the number of care staff such as Certified care workers will increase

in the future.
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